Intra-aortic balloon pumping in the community hospital setting.
A community-hospital IABP program provides potentially lifesaving treatment for patients with lethal cardiac problems. Similar to the rapidly growing number of other community hospitals with IABP programs, Landmark Hospital in Rhode Island has successfully implemented this modality of cardiac care, once limited to tertiary care facilities. Although the challenges the community hospital faces when establishing an IABP program and maintaining clinical competency are unique, IABP in the community hospital is a proven treatment modality that decreases mortality rates.